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A Study of sympathy in social welfare

— “Moving spirit with understanding everything” spirit toward “others” —
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Abstract

When considering logic (reason) and ethic in social welfare, historical evidence must
be taken into account given the character of social welfare. The ethic in social welfare
is heavily affected by confusion and religious thought, both of which are predicated on

a traightfoward sense of “having no choice in the matter”. An authors understand the
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ethic in social welfare as this purity of spirit; this ethic drives people. When considering
social welfare in Japanese form, however, there is a feeling that something lies at
the very heart of the ethic in social welfare. This work considers “spirit” to be that
foundation. Motoori Norinaga was a master of Kokugaku who viewed “sympathy” as
“spirit”. This work views these “sympathy” as having the same character as “spirit”.

These “sympathy” are an “spirit drive borne from feelings for something or someone”.
Norinaga labeled this spirit “moving spirit with understanding everything”. When
Japanese people come into contact with objects or converse with others, the
straigtfoward ethic in “having no choice in the matter” that drives them is largely due
to this “moving spirit with understanding everything” that is expressed towards
“others”. Volunteerism and cooperative thought are today’s equivarents of the ethic in

social welfare, and the “spirit” that lies at their heart is seldom seen today.
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